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The Daily Journal compiled its first list of the leading lawyers in Cali-
fornia in 1997. It quickly became a key indicator of who is doing the most 
cutting edge legal work in California. Our criteria then and now are simple: 
You must be based in California, and your work must have a broad impact 
on the legal profession or the larger society over the past 18 months. Our 
selection process is similarly simple: We solicit nominations from lawyers, 
judges and corporate counsel. This year, we received 850 nominations. We 
also poll our editors and reporters who write about California lawyers and 
their work year-round. From there, a list that represents a broad cross sec-
tion of California lawyers and their work begins to take shape.

This year’s list features lawyers making impacts in their neighborhoods 
and throughout the world. One honoree helped launch precedent-setting 
clean tech deals from his Silicon Valley office, while another aids the 
less fortunate from her Compton storefront. Yet another assists coun-
tries worldwide navigate the complexities of global water issues. There 
are civil rights advocates, counselors to corporations and California Chief 
Justice Ronald M. George, who we can all agree — no matter what your 
stance on gay marriage — issued a monumental decision in May 2008. 
In Re: Marriage Cases, (2008) 43 Cal.4th 757. This list is by no means 
comprehensive. California is fortunate to have hundreds of sharp lawyers 
who are putting their stamp on all manner of the law and society. But it is 
a good snapshot of the best and brightest California and the legal profes-
sion have to offer.

David Houston
Editor

Los Angeles and San Francisco Daily Journals

Top 100 Lawyers of 2009

John A. Taylor Jr., 51
Horvitz & Levy, Encino
Civil appellate

Taylor, a veteran appellate specialist, won all eight cases in which he 
served as either lead attorney or supervisor in 2008-2009. Not a bad 
track record. One pro bono case he oversaw led the California Supreme 
Court to allow prison inmates to meet civil filing deadlines by notifying 
prison authorities. Previously the “prison delivery rule” had been applied 
only to criminal cases. Taylor also helped a trial team persuade a trial 
cour t judge to throw out a $5.2 million punitive damages award against 
Taser Inc., leaving a $153,000 judgment in the first and only wrongful 
death case the electroshock weapon company ever lost.
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Epstein • Brad D. Brian • Brian A. Sun • Brian Hennigan • Brian McCarthy • Brian S. Kabateck • Bruce M. Ramer • Christine
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